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linking up of canals. In this capacity he was inter-
ested in a scheme, which proved abortive, to utilize
the canal between Bristol and Birmingham. In
addition to all this he was naturally, as a leading
business man in the city, an active and hard-working
member of the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce.
A detailed account of his activities in these various
directions would of course lack general interest at
the present time. But mention has been made of
them to show that even in the years when Neville
Chamberlain is thought of as having been primarily
immersed in business, and was in fact engaged in
establishing his position in industry, he was never
uninterested in public service wherein lay no profit
or prospect of personal advancement.

It was inevitable that people in Birmingham,
having regard to the increasing scope of the local
activities of Joseph Chamberlain's son, should think
of him in connection with membership of the Council.
His membership actually came about indirectly
as a result of the extension of the city boundaries.
The proposal to extend them was launched in
1910, and the necessary inquiry was ordered by the
Local Government Board, then equivalent to the
present Ministry of Health. At this inquiry Neville
Chamberlain, who was one of the promoters of the
scheme, gave evidence in its support. The Board
issued a Provisional Order, but final sanction for the
extension of the boundaries could only be given by
private Act of Parliament. A private Bill was duly
introduced, and Neville Chamberlain went up to
London to appear as a witness before a Joint Com-
mittee of the Lords and Commons, just as his father
had done in the days when the Birmingham Corpora-
tion was acquiring the services of the City. In 1911
the scheme came into force, and Neville Chamber-
lain agreed to submit himself for membership of